




















































































































THE SCIENCE MUSEUM

The Science Museum. of the St. Paul Institute is located across University
Avenue from the State Capitol in a red sandstone house that once was the
residence of Colonel John Merriam, father of the eleventh governor of Minne
sota, William Merriam. It is open to the public without charge from 9 A. }.{,
to 5 :30 P. M. weekdays, and from 2 P. M. to 5 :30 P. M. Sundays.

Within the building the visitor receives an impressive feeling of the
enormous sweep of tim.e encom.passed in the past history of the earth and its
inhabitants. The interrelationship of the sciences of geology, biology, and
anthropology is the theme of the museum. and the essential principles of
these sciences is the subject m.atter of the exhibits.

The Science Museum serves the comm'unity as no other institution can,
for only in such an institution can the city-raised child receive first-hand
impressions of the materials of the earth and of its inhabitants. The museum.'s
reference library and study collections permit the student to compare textbook
descriptions with actual specimens-an achievement impossible except in a
great university or a public museum of science.

During 1938 the museum's educational facilities have been enormously
increased by the construction of a city-owned wing housing a lecture theater
and almost doubling the exhibition space.

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY. The exhibits in this department of the
museum trace our heritage of civilization back along two lines to prilnitive
man on the one hand, and the civilizations of the dawn of history-the
Egyptian, Sumerian, and Indus Valley civilizations-on the other. The origin
of man in the ren1.ote past ,vhich preceded the great Ice Age, and his gradual
peopling of the earth are suggested in a unique key exhibit which confronts
the visitor entering the museum. A study collection of ethnological specimens
from Australia, Melanesia, the Philippines, Africa, and North America is
rapidly being made available for students.

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY. The exhibits in this department feature the
advance of life from the remote geologic past to the present, and suggest the
diverse groups of animals and plants of the present. The key exhibit for this
departn1.ent is a "tree of life," which suggests at once the advance of life from
the primitive one-celled animals to the highly specialized and advanced
primates. I~ provides a connecting link between the study of man and the
study of lower forms of life.
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A series of African exhibits uses the abundant fauna of East Africa to
emphasize the essential balance between competing forms of life-in this
example the fleet antelopes, the predatory lions, and primitive man with his
herds of domesticated animals. A section of a Douglas fir, over six hundred
years old, introduces a small series of exhibits of plant life of the past and
present.

Study collections in this department include an identification set of water~

color sketches of common Minnesota wild flowers, a collection of common
birds' eggs, an identification series of song birds of Minnesota, ten thousand
species of modern mollusk shells from all regions of the world, and a small
collection of sponges and corals.

DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY. The emphasis in the public exhibits in this
department of the museum is laid on fossils which provide a connecting link
between the science of the earth and the science of life. Key exhibits emphasize
the portion of the record of the past preserved in Minnesota and show, both
by actual specimens and restored scenes, common animals of the past preserved
as fossils in the rocks of St. Paul. In this department are also exhibits illustrat~

ing the common properties of rocks and minerals, twenty-five hundred mineral
and rock specimens, and five thousand specimens of vertebrate and in~

vertebrate fossils.

THE MUSEU~'f LIBRARY. A science branch of the St. Paul Public Library
is located in the museum building and is open to all visitors. It contains
splendid files of the publications of the United States Geological Survey, the
Smithsonian Institution, the United States National Museum, and the Bureau
of Ethnology, as well as files of other museum periodicals and popular and
reference works on the sciences dealt with in the museum.

THE VISUAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. The museum m.aintains an exten~

sion service providing science films to the St. Paul and Minneapolis schools.
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A BRIEF SKETCH OF :MINNESOTA HISTORY

The name of the white man who first entered the region that is now

Minnesota may never be known; but Radisson and Groseilliers were the first

to leave written records of their visits, which occurred soon after the middle

of the seventeenth century. Many Frenchmen followed Radisson and

Groseilliers into the Minnesota country. Best known among them were
Nicolas Perrot, who in 1686 built a fort on Lake Pepin; Du Lhut, who between

1679 and r689 explored the country between the Kaministiquia, Mississippi,
and St. Croix rivers; Michel Accault and Father Hennepin, who explored

the upper Mississippi region in 1680, when Hennepin discovered and named
the Falls of St. Anthony; Le Sueur, a com.panion of Perrot at Lake Pepin in
1686, who built a post on Prairie Island in 1695 and Fort L'Huillier on the

Blue Earth River in 17°°; and La Verendrye, who with his sons and his
nephew, La Jemeraye, opened the canoe route from Lake Superior to Lake

Winnipeg between 1731 and 1743.
Peace between Great Britain and France in 1763 brought eastern Minne

sota under the British flag. It brought also freer trade with the Indians-the
Chippewa and the Sioux, or Dakota-and many traders built their posts on
Minnesota rivers and lakes. Noteworthy among traders and explorers of

the British period were Jonathan Carver, who, after spending the winter of

1766-67 on the Minnesota River and journeying the following summer from
Prairie du Chien to Grand Portage, published an account of his travels which

gave to thousands on both sides of the Atlantic their first information about

the Minnesota country; Peter Pond, who in 1773 and 1774 operated as a fur
trader on the Minnesota River; Jean Baptiste Perrault, who spent most of the

time from 1783 to 1800 in the region; Jean Baptiste Cadotte, who in 1792 led
an exploring expedition far into central Minnesota; and David Thompson,

who crossed northern Minnesota in the winter of 1797-98 and whose travels
for the combined purposes of trade and exploration resulted in a great map
of northwestern North America and in the earliest scientific information

known on Minnesota topography, which is recorded in his diaries.
The p~ace of 1783 gave the United States the region between the

Mississippi and Lake Superior, and the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 made

American territory of Minnesota west of the Mississippi; but it was not until
after the War of 1812 that British traders withdrew from the Minnesota
country. In 1819, to protect American traders in the region, Fort St. Anthony,
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later called Fort Snelling, was established on land obtained from the Sioux

by a treaty made in r805 by Lieutenant Zebulon M. Pike. With the establish

ment of the fort a new era began. Trade relations were opened 'with the

Selkirk colony on the lower Red,River in Canada; steamboats appeared on the

upper Mississippi in r823, making possible com.munication with the settle
ments to the south and east; an Indian agent, Lawrence Taliaferro, settled
at the fort and exercised a ,vise influence over the Indians for twenty years;
and the fort was the objective or point of departure for explorers-among
them Lewis Cass and Giacomo C. Beltrami, who in r820 and r823, respec
tively, attempted to find the source of the Mississippi; Stephen H. Long, who
in r823 explored the Minnesota and Red River valleys; Henry R. Schoolcraft,
,vho discovered Lake Itasca, the source of the Jvlississippi, in r832; George
Catlin, who in r836 journeyed to the famous pipestone quarry; and Joseph N.
Nicollet, whose tours in the late thirties resulted in the first scientifically
accurate map of the Minnesota country.

JvIissionaries began to appear among the Indians about the time the fort
was founded. The Catholics, Dumoulin and Edge, ,vere at Rainy Lake and
Pembina as early as r8r8. They were followed in r829 by the Presbyterians,
Coe and Stevens, and in r83r and r833 by the Congregationalists, Ayer, Ely,
and Boutyvell. In r836 three Swiss Protestants, Gavin, Dentan, and Rossier,
began a mission at the Indian village on the site of Red Wing; and the fol
lowing year the Methodist elder, Brunson, opened a station at Kaposia, near
South St. Paul. Other prominent m.issionaries ,vere Dr. Willian'lson, Stephen
Riggs, Father Ravoux, and Gideon and Samuel Pond, who labored among
the Sioux; and Father Pierz, viTho established a church and school for the
Chippewa at Grand Portage in the early forties.

Soon after the establishment of Fort Snelling, settlers, including voyageurs
and others from the Red River colony, began to collect about it. A settle
ment grew up at St. Peter's, later called Jvlendota, when it was made head
quarters for the American Fur Company by the arrival there in r834 of
Henry H. Sibley, the con'lpany's agent. After r837, when the government
purchased from the Indians the land between the lower St. Croix and the
Mississippi, lumbering camps began to dot the pine forests, and settlements
were begun at Stillwater, Marine, and St. Croix Falls. A few miles dm;vn
the Mississippi from the fort a settlement grew up about a log chapel, which
was built in 184r by Father Galtier and dedicated to St. Paul, the name by
which tp.e settlement came to be known. A land boom started at St. Paul in
r848, and a year later immigration had increased the population to the number
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The settlement of :Nlinnesota continued until the early twentieth century.

First the southeast and middle sections of the state were settled, then the

south and west, and, finally, the northeast, which still remains sparsely

requisite for a territory. In r849 Minnesota Territory was organized, with

its capitol at St. Paul and Alexander Ramsey as its first governor.
In r8sr the treaties of Traverse des Sioux and Mendota opened for settle

ment a large tract of Sioux land in the southern and western parts of the
territory, and in r8S4 and r8ss the Chippewa gave up a large area in northern
Minnesota. Thereafter immigrants poured into the territory and settled in
large numbers in the Mississippi and Minnesota valleys.

During the territorial period, from r849 to r8s8, the foundations of the
state were laid. Counties were established, roads were built, large tracts of
the public domain were surveyed and sold, and the lumber industry was
extensively developed. The majority of settlers were native Americans, largely
from New England, New York, and Pennsylvania, and the traditions and
customs that they brought with them gave to the new settlements much of
the atmosphere of eastern villages. Education was stressed from the start.
The first territorial legislature evolved a comprehensive system of free public
schools and in r8sr incorporated the University of Minnesota; and some of
the religious denominations early founded schools and colleges. The villages
had lyceums, reading circles, and lecture program.s, and a high standard was
set for journalism by the early newspapers.

By r8S7 settlement had progressed so far that statehood was a possibility.
The desire for land grants, which Congress would make only to states, and
the need of representatives in Congress to urge the building of a Pacific
railroad through Minnesota led in that year to a demand for statehood. The
story of the rival conventions, Democratic and Republican, that met in
St. Paul in July, r8S7, held separate sessions, and produced two constitutions
almost identical in phrasing is a dramatic one. Even more so is that of how
Congress kept Minnesota waiting until "Bleeding Kansas" had been min
istered unto. Finally, on May II, r8s8, Minnesota took its place among the
states.

In r862 immigration received a temporary setback when the Sioux Indians,
goaded on by lack of food, the tardiness of their annual payment, and other
causes, rose against the whites and massacred scores of settlers in the Minne
sota Valley. Two engagements with soldiers sent out from St. Paul under
General Sibley were necessary before the Sioux were quelled. Many of the
newer settlements were almost depopulated as a result of this uprising and
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it was many years before the hysteria and hatred of the Indian to which it
gave rise subsided.
populated. The immigration of Irish, Germans, Norwegians, and Swedes,
which had begun before the Civil War, increased, and in the later period
Finns, Poles, Czechs, Slovacs, Russians, Italians, Greeks, and other nationali~

ties were added to the population.
The m.ovement for railroads, begun in the territorial period, was retarded

by the panic of 1857 and the Civil War, and it was not until the seventies that
extensive construction was carried on. The first railroad in Minnesota, which
connected St. Paul and St. Anthony, was built in 1862 by the road that
eventually became the Great Northern. The first road to connect Minnesota
with the Pacific coast, the Northern Pacific, was com.pleted in 1883.

The exploitation of Minnesota's lumber resources continued with in
creasing intensity until 1905, when lumber production reached its peak with
the cutting of two billion feet of timber. Thereafter, as the forests dwindled

under the lumberman's ax, it declined. Meanwhile another great natural

resource was made available when iron ore was discovered in northeastern

Minnesota in the seventies and eighties. In 1884 the first shipment of ore was
made from the Vermilion Range to Two Harbors, and shipments to Duluth
from the Mesabi Range, beginning in 1892, and from the Cuyuna Range,
beginning in 19II, made that city an important lake port. Minnesota became
a national center for iron mining.

Agriculture, which in the early sixties emerged from the frontier sub
sistence type of farming, in the next two decades developed into commercial
farm.ing, devoted largely to wheat, and Minnesota became one of the world's
great \vheat-producing centers. Beginning in 1880 wheat gradually gave way
to corn as the staple produce, and agriculture became diversified. The rise
and decline of wheat raising in Minnesota are reflected in the story of the
Minneapolis flour mills, which between 1870 and 1890 won undisputed
leadership in the milling industry, which they held until 1915. Since then
the output of the mills has declined. Dairying became an important industry
in the early eighties, and its development since has been rapid. Minnesota
is a leading butter-producing state, and there has been a remarkable growth
of marketing through farmers' cooperative creameries.

No brief sketch can gather up the many forces that have played parts
in developing the commOlHvealth of Minnesota or call the long roll of its
distinguis~ed sons and daughters. The people of the state naturally have
been influenced by all the fundamental factors in modern American life. To
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the national life, too, the state has m.ade notable contributions both in wars
Civil, Spanish-American, and World-and in the pursuits of peace-states
manship, religion, science, invention, the arts and professions. From the day
of the explorers to the present time, Minnesota has been intimately bound
to the larger world in which its transition from wilderness to commonwealth
has had its setting.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF MINNESOTA

The government of Minnesota is based on the state Constitution, which

was adopted in 1857 and which has been amended frequently to meet the

demands of changing conditions. To become a part of the Constitution, a

proposed amendment must be passed by a majority of all votes cast at a

general election. The Constitution provides for the division of the govern
ment into three branches-the legislative to make the laws, the judicial to
interpret them, and the executive to enforce them.

THE LEGISLATURE is composed of two houses-the Senate and the House

of Representatives. Senators are elected for four years and representatives
for two. The number of members in the Senate and the House is prescribed
by law, and it must never exceed one senator for every five thousand in
habitants and one representative for every two thousand. The legislature
meets once in two years, and special sessions may be called by the governor
on extraordinary occasions; but no session may last more than ninety legis
lative days. Both houses keep and publish journals of their proceedings.
Every bill passed by the Senate and the House must be presented to the
governor for his approval or veto before it becomes a law, and a vote of two
thirds of the members of each house is necessary to pass a bill over the
governor's veto. The legislature makes all appropriations for the expenses
of the various state departments and establishes the rate of taxation for state

purposes.

THE JUDICIARY. The Constitution vests the judicial power of the state in
a supreme court, district courts, courts of probate, justices of the peace, and
such other courts, inferior to the supreme court, as the legislature may from
time to time establish. Under this power the legislature has established
municipal and conciliation courts.

The Supreme Court consists of a chief justice and six associate justices,

each elected for six years. It has original jurisdiction in such remedial cases
as may be prescribed by law, and appellate jurisdiction in all cases, both in
law and equity. Appeals may be taken to it from all district courts and from
municipal courts in some of the larger cities. One term of court is held each
year, beginning on the first Tuesday after the first :Nlonday in January and
continuing to the end of the year, with such recesses as the court n1.ay order.
The clerk' of the court, elected for four years, keeps the necessary dockets,
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journals, and other court records. A reporter is appointed by the court to

report all cases decided by it and to prepare the opinions of the court for

publication.

District Courts. The state is divided by the legislature into judicial

districts, each of which has one or more judges elected for terms of six years.

The district courts are courts of general jurisdiction and have jurisdiction in

all civil actions and criminal prosecutions, including appeals from probate

courts, municipal courts, and justices of the peace.

Probate Courts. Each county in the state has a probate court, presided

over by a judge elected for four years, whIch has jurisdiction over the estates

of deceased persons and persons under guardianship.
Justices of the Peace are elected in cities, villages, and towns. They

have jurisdiction over actions at law arising within their counties which in
volve amounts not exceeding one hundred dollars, and over criminal prosecu
tions involving punishment not exceeding a fine of one hundred dollars or
imprisonment for not more than three months.

Municipal Courts are established in cities and villages, and generally

have jurisdiction in civil actions at law involving amounts not exceeding five
hundred dollars, and in criminal prosecutions involving punishment not
exceeding a fine of one hundred dollars or imprisonment for not more than
three months. The jurisdiction of a municipal court is coextensive with the
county wherein it is located.

THE EXECUTIVE branch of the government is composed of the governor,
the lieutenant governor, the attorney general, the state auditor, the secretary
of state, and the state treasurer, all of whom are chosen by popular election
and serve for two years, with the exception of the state auditor, whose term is
four years. The duties of these officers are fixed by the Constitution and by
statute, and they are not subject to the control or direction of the judiciary.

T he Governor is commander-in-chief of the military and naval forces

of the state, which he may call out when necessary to execute the laws, suppress
insurrection, and repel invasion. On extraordinary occasions he may convene
the legislature. It is his duty to communicate by message to each session of
the legislature such information about the state as he may deem expedient.
He has a negative upon all laws passed by the legislature, and a vote of two
thirds of each house is necessary to pass a law over his veto. He has the
appointment of elective officials to fill vacancies, of all appointive state offi
cials, of notaries' public, of commissioners of deeds and other instruments,
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and, with the advice and consent of the Senate, of a state librarian. He may
require the written opinion of executive officials upon any subject relating
to the duties of their respective offices.

T he Lieutenant Governor is ex officio president of the Senate. In case

of a vacancy in the governor's office he becomes governor for the remainder
of the term.

T he Secretary of State is the recording officer of the state and the

custodian of official papers. All private and public corporations are recorded
in his office, and the official bonds of state and county officers are filed there.
He is the custodian of the volumes of laviTs and journals and of all other
legislative records, as well as of the United States government surveys of
Minnesota; and it is also his duty to prepare the volumes of law for publica
tion and to care for and dispose of all printed executive documents. The de
partment of motor vehicle licenses is under his supervision.

T he State Auditor has charge of the auditing and accounting of all
fiscal concerns of the state, and is required to report upon the affairs of his
office to the legislature. The auditing department keeps a record of all public
accounts, audits all claims presented, and issues warrants in payment; and the
making and recording of all deeds and conveyances for the disposition of
lands. The department is required to keep a classified account of alln1.oney
transactions connected with state trust fund lands.

T he State Treasure1' IS the receiving and disbursing officer of the state.

He must keep an accurate account of the receipts and disbursements of the

treasury, specifying the names of persons from whom amounts are received,
to ,,,,hon1. they are paid, on what account they are received and paid out, and

the dates of receipts and payments.
T he Attorney General is the chief law officer of the state. He appears

for the state in all civil actions and in the Supreme Court in all criminal

appeals; he is legal adviser to all state officers and departments and renders
opinions to them and to county, city, village, toviTn, and school-district attorneys
on legal questions; he prepares all state contracts and bonds; he passes upon
the forn1. and execution of bonds given by state and county officers and by
depositaries of state funds, upon applications for loans from the state trust
funds, and upon requests for the rendition of fugitives from justice; he deter
mines and collects inheritance taxes; and he has charge of the bureau of
criminal apprehension.

The I!xecutive Council is composed of all the state executive officers
except the lieutenant governor, and the governor acts as chairman. Specific
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duties and authority are delegated to it from time to time by the legislature.

Among its duties are the transfer of title to state lands and the extension of

state benefits for relief needs arising from. unemploym.ent or from calamities,

such as fire, flood, drouth, and famine. There is a definite tendency in

the legislature to assign more and more responsibility to the executive council.

T he State Board of Invest1Jzent is composed of the president of the board

of regents of the University of Minnesota and all the state executive officers

except the secretary of state. The board invests the permanent trust funds

of the state, the sinking funds of the highway department, and the principal

of the teachers' insurance and retirement fund.

T he State Pardon Board, which includes the governor, the attorney gen

eral, and the chief justice of the Supreme Court, is vested with authority to

pardon convicts and to lessen sentences according to its judgment.

T he State Board of Allotment, which apportions, according to legislative

instruction, the income from motor vehicle and gasoline taxes to the various

counties and to the high'ivay departm.ent, is composed of the highway commis

sioner, the state treasurer, and the state auditor.

OTHER AmvnNISTRATIVE AGENCIES. With the general growth and progress

of Minnesota, the powers and duties of the state government have been broad

ened and extended to m.eet the requirements of changing conditions and new

social points of view; and the increased activities and functions of the govern

ment have necessarily multiplied and enlarged the various state departments.

With the exception of the three members of the railroad and warehouse

commission, who are elected by popular vote, the heads of most of the various

departments, boards, and commissions of the state governm.ent are appointed

by the governor.

77



GOVERNORS OF MINNESOTA

Territorial
Alexander Ramsey June I, 1849
Willis A. Gorman May IS, 1853
Samuel Medary April 23, 1857

State
Henry H. Sibley .1yIay 24, 1858
Alexander Ramsey January 2, 1860
Henry A. Swift July 10, 1863
Stephen Miller.. January II, 1864
William R. Marshall January 8, 1866
Horace Austin January 9, 1870
Cushman K. Davis January 7, 1874
John S. Pillsbury January 7, 1876
Lucius F. Hubbard January 10, 1882
Andrew R. McGill January 5, 1887
William R. Merriam January 9, 1889
Knute Nelson January 4, 1893
David M. Clough January 31, 1895
John Lind January 2, 1899
Samuel R. Van Sant.. January 7, 1901
John A. Johnson January 4, 1905
Adolph O. Eberhart September 24, 1909
Winfield S. Hammond January 5, 1915
Joseph A. A. Burnquist.. December 30, 1915
Jacob A. O. Preus ,January 5, 1921
Theodore Christianson January 6, 1925
Floyd B. Olson January 6, 1931
Hjalmar Petersen August 24, 1936
Elmer A.' Benson :January 4, 1937
Harold E. Stassen January 3, 1939
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STATE EMBLEMS

THE STATE SEAL of Minnesota is sil11.ilar in design to the territorial seal,
which shovi7s the Falls of St. Anthony in the background, a man plowing in
the foreground, and an Indian riding tovilard the sun in the east. On the state
seal, the Indian is shown, more plausibly, riding westward toward the setting
sun; it bears the words "The Great Seal of the State of Minnesota, 1858,"
instead of "The Great Seal of Minnesota, 1849," the inscription on the terri
torial seal; and the l11.otto "L'Etoile du Nord" ("The Star of the North") is
substituted for the territorial motto, "Quo surSUl11. velo [volo] videre" ("I wish
to see what lies beyond"). This l11.odified territorial seal Vi7as used by state
officers before it Vi7as made the official seal of the state by legislative l11.andate
in 1861.

THE STATE FLAG, which was provided for by a legislative act in 1893, is of
white silk, with a blue silk lining and a border of heavy gold braid. In the
center is a reproduction of the state seal, vi7reathed ·yvith white moccasin flowers
on a blue ground. A red ribbon bearing the l1:lOttO "L'Etoile du Nord" and

the dates 1819 and 1893-the dates of the establishl11.ent of Fort Snelling and
of the adoption of the flag-is entwined through the yvreath and continued on
both sides of the lower portion of the flag. On the upper part of the wreath is
the date 1858, the year of the admission of the state. Grouped about the seal
are nineteen stars, significant of the fact that 11innesota yvas the nineteenth

state, exclusive of the original thirteen, to be admitted to the Union. The gold
standard of the flag is surmounted by a golden gopher, another emblem. of
the state.

THE STATE FLOWER of Minnesota is the showy pink and white moccasin

flower (Cypripedium regince), one of the many species of the orchid family
found in cool, l11.oist vi700ds and bogs in the state. The legislature of 1893 desig
nated the Cypripedium calceolus, a species not native to 1vlinnesota, as the state
flower. The error was rectified in 1902, when the legislature changed the
designation to regince.
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SOME FACTS ABOUT MINNESOTA

Minnesota derives its name from the river called by the Sioux Indians
"Minisota," which is usually translated "sky-tinted water."

The state includes the geographic center of North America, as well as
the northernmost point in the United States-the Northwest Angle north of
the Lake of the Woods.

In area Minnesota ranks eleventh in size among the states, with a total

area of 84,682 square miles, of which 3,324 are water surface. Its average
length from north to south is about 350 miles, and its average width is 240
miles. The average elevation is 1,200 feet above sea level. The highest point,
in the Misquah Hills north of Lake Superior, is 2,230 feet, and the lowest point
is 602 feet. Only in the Red, Minnesota, and Mississippi river valleys does the

altitude drop below 800 feet.
In the north central part of the state is a divide which determines the

courses of three great continental river systems-the Mississippi, the Red, and
the St. Lawrence.

Originally the southern part of the state was open prairie dotted with
groves of oak and other deciduous trees. Extending up the Minnesota Valley
to the big bend of the river was the "Big Woods," composed of hard wood
trees. The northern part, with the exception of the treeless Red River Valley,
was a dense coniferous forest of white, Norway, and jack pine, interspersed
with birch, poplar, maple, and oak. Much of the area, outside of the forest
reserves, has been cleared or the best timber cut; but the great reforestation
programs of the federal and state governments, it is hoped, will eventually
return much of the land to forest, the use to which it is best suited.

As a result of glacial action, the state has more than ten thousand lakes,
the largest of which is Red Lake.

The soil of most of the state is glacial drift-a dark brown or black sandy
loam of great fertility, especially suitable for cereal crops. The soil in the east~

central part of the state is sandy and is well adapted to potato growing.
Minnesota has a comparatively low m.ean annual temperature, but it is

subj ect to great variation. The cold increases from east to west, as well as
from south to north. Rainfall decreases from east to west, varying from over

30 inches to less than 25. In all parts of the state, however, there is enough
moisture for humid farming; and the largest amount of precipitation occurs
during the growing season.
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Waterfowl are abundant in the lake regions, and grouse, English pheas~

ants, and quail are among Minnesota's upland game birds. White-tailed deer
are plentiful, and bear and moose are found in some parts of northern Minne
sota. The smaller animals are the lynx, bobcat, mink, skunk, n1.uskrat, raccoon,
weasel, wolf, red fox, gray fox, and beaver. Many varieties of fish abound in
the lakes and streams.

Minnesota's public domain, which came to the state through eight sepa
rate grants from the federal government, amounted to nearly eight and a half
million acres. The income from the sale and lease of these lands, with their
wealth of forests and minerals, has given to Minnesota one of the largest public
trust funds of any of the states. The Constitution requires that the principal
of this trust fund be kept "forever inviolate and undiminished." The interest
of the invested funds is used for the purpose of the original trust-for public
schools, the University of Minnesota, the College of Agriculture, internal
improvements, public buildings, educational and charitable purposes, a geo
logical survey, and an experimental forest.

Minnesota outranks the other states of the Union in the production of
iron ore, and the manganiferous ores of the Cuyuna Range are the greatest
source of the nation's manganese. The state's quarries produce granite, marble,
limestone, jasper, sandstone, and travertine; and large clay and shale deposits
produce high-grade pottery, tile, and brick. There are several billions of tons
of fuel peat in the state, and in the Northwest Angle are large deposits of

high-grade feldspar and mica.
Minnesota has twenty-one state parks, ten monument sites, thirty-one state

forests, and three federal forests.
The state's highway system is extensive and complete. It provides well

made and well-maintained farm-to-market highways, and brings the most
distant wilderness within a few hours of the metropolitan centers.
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